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Steve and Jennifer| orch breathed in and breathed out 5|ow|3, Fcchng at any minute

thcy would be crushed in what seemed like a co"cgc stunt gone mad.

The young Mauldin couPlc hadjust boarded one of 10 passenger cars on a train
Icaving TalPai, a vi”agc of less than 1,000 Pcoplc on the southern coast of Sri

Lanka.

Af:tcr on|3 few minutes, thcg realized thcg would not only have to stand for the entire

cight~|10urjoumcy, thcg migl-lt become accidental casualties.

“E_ach car had seating for on|3 34 Pcoplc, yet in each one thcg crammed in 150
Pcoplc, some of whom were litcra"g hanging off the sides of the train,” Jennifer said.
" And it was hot and sweaty and curr3~5mc"ing, and PcoPlc were Passing out from
l'laving to stand for so long."

Stcve added: "]t was brutal, and about half an hour into the triP, we asked each Otl‘lCl‘,

"What in the world have we gotten ourselves into?'™



What theg had gotten into was part of somctl-ning thcg had committed themselves to
cloing back in 200%: clig newwells and bring safe drin‘cing water to PcoPlc in | hird
Worlcl countries through a ministrg thcg call Hyclromissions.

"There are a lot of Pcoplc cloing a lot of mission work around the globc and thcg
alwags run into water Problcms," said Steve, a surgical nurse at Shriners HosPital in
Greenvi"c. "Ancl that's what we want to be about: to have water as an outreach for

the Gospcl.“

T heir triP to Sri | anka came one year after a tsunami wrecked the country's eastern
and southern coasts, killing more than 40,000. T he same tsunami in the |ndian Ocean
killed more than 200,000 Pcople and left millions of others homeless in |ndia, Sri

| _anka, |ndonesia, T hailand and other countries in the region.

E_xPccting the.same kind of poverty and chlorablc |iving standards thcy had seenon
Previous Hgdromissions trips to Venezuela and the Sudan, the couPlc found that the
People in Talpai were like'a mass wa“dng disease because of theirneedfor fresh

water.

" he tsunami clumPccl a bunch of salt water and (dead) humans and animals into the

clrinlcing wells,” Jcnnhccr said. "All of them were contaminated.”

Steve added that even without the tsunami, the clrinking wells had Iong been a health

hazarcl bccausc theg were open we”s, homc to Frogs and mosquitocs and Parasitcs.

When asked how the Pcoplc survive clrinking the unsafe water, Jennifersaid it hingcc’

on whether theirimmune systems aclaPtcd cnough s0 thcy could survive childhood.

"Tl—nc infant mortality rateis high,“ said Jcnni{:cr, whose rcgularjob is wor‘cing with
children ages 1-3 with clcvclopmcntal clclags through babgnct, part of the state
Deparl:ment of Health and E_nvironmcntal Control. "But once tl'lcg get Past the

early years, their systems become used to Iiving with unhcalthg water.”

AttcmPts bg the island government to SUPP13 villagcs with water from government
water trucks was Prccarious at best, with clclivcrg schedules as uncertain as the

water's clcanlincss.



" And it doesn't rca”y hclP the Pcoplc‘s standard of |iving," Jennifer said. " T heir life
expectancy is still on|y about 40 years."

To hclP raise that expectancy, the couPlcjoinccl relief workers with the Asian
Disaster [Foundation and bcgan dri"ing a new well, using local materials and

equipmcnt constructed by Steve.

"T he drills are clcsignccl to clig down 50 feet, butina lot of Placcs we hit water in the
30-to-40-foot range," Steve said. "At TalPai, we hit water at 12 feet and drilled
down to 22.5 feet. Thc water flow was great and the locals could not pump the well

dry
From the start, the dri"ing attracted a crowd of curious vi"agcrs.

But soon, the Lorchs noticed that the Pcoplc didn't care so.much about the new well
or even theirlack of decent Iiving conditions as thcg did about having new faces to talk

to.

"You're ta“cing about PcoPlc living in huts with no clcctricitg with a latrine out back,”
Steve said.

As the drill hit 10 feet and then 20 feet, the couplc came to know firsthand the human

desire to talk after a tragic loss.

“Ancl evcrgboc‘g had lost 50mcbocl3 in the tsunami,” Jcnni{:cr said. "And the whole
time we were there, thcg all told stories about the relatives and close friends thcg had
lost. |t was horrible and it made me realize later that as bad as our train ride had been,

it wasn't nearly so bad as what these PeoPle had suffered."

Listcning to the stories, however, oPenecl up talk about the dri"ing and how the new

well would differ from Prcvious ones.

The Lorchs cxplainccl the well would take about six hours to drill. When finished, it

would have a tube lcacling down into the well water much like a straw into a covered

glass and be caPPccl and sealed to l«-:cP out bugs and contaminants. A hand pump,



made of local materials, would be added, and then Steve and Jennifer would train

Pcoplc how to rcPlacc thc cquiPmcnt whcn necessary.

"T his way, thcg can rcPair, maintain and rebuild their wells using local materials
instead of having to rclg on imPortccl cquiPmcnt,“ Steve said. "But there's still
thousands of these open wells there that need to be changccl.“

According to a 2004 report by UNlCEF and the World Health Organization,
more than 1 billion Pcoplc drink unsafe drin‘dng water and more than 2.6 billion do not

have access to basic sanitation.

Kight now, the | orchs fund all their missions work through salesof clri”ing cquiPmcnt,
individual and group donations, and through scented bars of soap which Jennifer

makes at home and sells at whatever Pricc someone is wi"ing to givc for them.

"Over Christmas, | sold over 1,000 bars, and that funded our missions triP to Sri

| anka,” she said. "And 100 percent of all donations go clircctlg toa Prcjcct that we
do in the field.”

Thel orchs stagccl 10 clags on the island, but it seemed shorter.

On the last Icg of the train triP out of Ta]Pai, the | _orchs received an uncxpcctccl

reward.
"\We gota window seat and didn't have to stand up anymore," Jennifer said.

But more than any Prcvious missions triP, their time in Sri |_anka served as the

benchmark for what thcy hoPc will, in time, become full-time work.

"Kight now, we're both wor‘cing, Paying the bills, and getting to do Hydromissions
Prcjccts such as Sri | _anka once or twice a year," Steve said. "But we cvcntua"y
want to get to the Point where we're full time in the field.”
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