Tribune-limes

Fostccl Tucsclag, Scptcmbcr 14,2004~ 11:05 am .
l"rttP://www.tribunctimcs.com/ncws/Pcoplc/ZOO‘P/Oﬁ’/l 4/20040914%9209.htm
By 5tcP|1anic F. Norton
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In January 2004, Steve and Jcnni{:cr | orch founded a company called
chlromissions |nternational. But unlike many entrepreneurs, the | orches are notin

it for money or fame.

The goal of their company is to further the Gospel oFJcsus Christ worldwide bg
Provicling safe drinking water for the nccdy through low-tech Proclucts and services.
chlromissions isa support ministry that works with churches and missionaries to thP

them find solutions to water Problcms encountered in third-world mission fields.

At first glancc, the Lorchcs are an average Amcrican couplc. Stcvc works as a
surgical nurse at Slﬁrincr’s HosPitaL Jcnni{:cr works with Babynct, hclPing children
age birth to 3 who have dcvclopmcntal dclags. Thcg cnjog hobbies, and thcg both -
love to travel. (Jnlike many Americans, however, the | orches usua"y don't vacation in
Placcs like E_uroPc or Cancun. lnsteac], tl’I63 often end up in a remote third-world
vi"agc orjunglc.

Tl'lrough their travels thcy became aware of the rcalitg that 1.1 billion Pcoplc

worldwide lack access to safe drinicing water and bcgan rcscarcl’:ing and clcvcloping



low-tcchnology, cost effective solutions to the water Problcms of the clcvcloping

WOI"ld.

|n 2001 the | orches took an introcluctory dri"ing course at Broo‘cwood Church.
T heir interest in water missions was strcngtl'mcnccl in 2003 when Steve served in a

medical clinicin the Dominican KcPublic.

"We saw 800 Patients inthree days," Steve said, "and 70 percent of the Problcms
were water-related, whether from clchydration or inféction. T hat rca"y got me t|1inl<ing

more about the whole water issue.”

Jn October 2003, the | orches trained at E_quiP in Marion, N.(_.; to learn how to use
power we”~clri“ing cquiPmcnt.

"Thc power clri"ing was so cost and |ogi5tic5 intensive,” Steve said, nbut EquiP also
taught us to search for simPlcr ways of doing things. We then wanted to Packagc
those ideas in ways that orclinarg PcoPlc could use.” Thcg bcgan with a/hand
oPcratccl clri”ing rig and a simPlc pump to go with it.

"The gist of Hgdromissions’ Products is that you don't have to be a Machvcr to
Figure them out," Steve said. “E_vcrgtl-:ing is low-tech, Portablc, incxPcnsivc and
maintainable bg the local community.” The gearis simplc cnough that locals can

understand how it works without words.

"QOur cquipmcnt also has fewer Picccs to break,” he said. " And we don't use angthing
metal or shiny that would be tcmPting for PcoPlc to steal and melt down for some
other use. Ours is all FVC lt's more valuable as a well than anything elsem

|n addition to the drill rig and pump, the | orches are clcvcloping a biosand filter kit for
clcaning contaminated water, and in Partncrship with another company,

Hydromissions is working ona simplc chlorination unit to Puri{g standing water.

The mz;jority of the research is funded bg the Lorcl-ncs themselves. Steve builds the
parts in his garage.



| get ideas in the middle of the nigl'lt and | run to'the garage with the F\/C PiPc,"
Steve said with a Iaugh.

Jcnnif:cr added, "[He's a nurse and |'m a Babynct coordinator, so these arcjust ideas

that (God's given us — it's'not the kind of stuff we would come up with on our own.”

Hyclromissions sells the cquiPmcnt to churches and missionaries; and although the

| orches have a dozen Patcntablc ideas, thcy are not interested in Pursuing monetary

gain.

“You should be able to look at one of our Products and say, ‘] can make this,‘" Stcvc
said. “That's the Point —for someone in a third world country to be able to rcPlicatc
it."

The | orches also are available to accompany groups and lend their cxpcrtisc inwater

managcmcnt.

"We goin anddo a comPrcl'\cnsivc analgsis,“ said Jcnntir, "addrcssing the need for
clean clrinking water, irrigation and waste management. We assess the condition of

current conditions and decide what to do from there."

Thc Lorchcs do not chargc afeeto accompany a group, but do ask that their airfare
and grouncl expenses be Paicl.

“When we go with a church team, we eat what thcy eat, slccP where thcg slccP - no
sPccial treatment for us as consultants, " \Jcnnhccr said. "Qur goal is simplg to bein

the field full time as soon as Possiblc."

Hyclromissions has several needs. "QOur biggcst is prayer," said Jcnnhccr. "\We want
to make sure that Pcoplc understand that we are there for the GosPcl.
Hgdromissions is a tool to share Jesus as the living water. |f we lose sight of that, we

bccomcjus’c another relief organization."

The | orches also are looking for Pcoplc wi”ing to donate Frcqucnt flier miles for

missionary travel.



“Getting there is our biggcst expense,” Steve said. "|f PcoPlc are wi”ing to donate
Frequcnt flier miles, thcg can'make a major difference in a way that does not cost them
angthing out—-of-Poc‘cct. We have a Frcqucnt flier list and we on13 call each person

about once every two or thrcc years to aslc thcm for milcs.“

Though they are not yet a non~ProFit corPoration, Hydromissions does accept
donations. "\We would love to go non~ProFit, but our Platc is pretty full with dcsign and
clcvcloPmcnt,“ Steve said. "We're not attorneys orfinancial Pcoplc, so'we are looking

for CPAs and lawycrs to volunteer to do the lcgwork involved in bccoming a
501(c)(3)."

Currently, more than 80 Pcrccnt of every dollar donated to Hydromissions goes
clircctlg to the field. "We're actua”y tightcr than most non-ProFits," Steve said. "[ ven
though the donation is not tax-deductible, you know where your moneyis going."

Since its inccption, Hgdromissions has sent cquipmcnt to China, Nicaragua, Kcnga,
Feru and other Par‘ts of the world.

f:or more imcormation, visit the Hgdromissions ch site at www.hqc'romissions.com or
call 864-967-7865. chlromissions also will have a booth at the World Missions
Con{:crcncc at Broolcwoocl Church on Oct. %, 2004.
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